“We must not see any person as an abstraction.  Instead, we must see in every person a universe with its own secrets, with its own treasures, with its own sources of anguish, and with some measure of triumph.”
-Elie Wiesel
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“She’s simply called HeLa, the code name given to the world’s first immortal human cells—her cells, cut from her cervix just months before she died.” 


― Rebecca Skloot, Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
Academic Round Table
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· Have you or anyone in your family felt vulnerable and afraid while being treated for a medical condition? What were some of the questions you had for the doctors and nurses? Were they answered in a way you understood? Were your fears and anxieties alleviated?
· If you knew that you could help advance medical research, would you be willing to donate some of your tissues and cells to researchers? How would you react if you didn’t know some of your tissues and cells were being used for medical research?

· How would you feel if you learned that others were making money because you had donated (willingly or not) your tissues and cells? 

· If you believed that you were treated differently and unfairly by doctors and hospital staff, what would you do? Can you remember a time when you worried that you were treated unfairly?

 Quotations from the text for Discussion:
Page 63: “This was a time when ‘benevolent deception’ was a common practice – doctors often withheld even the most fundamental information from their patients, sometimes not giving them any diagnosis at all. They believed it was best not to confuse or upset patients with frightening terms they might not understand, like cancer. Doctors knew best, and most patients didn’t question that. Especially black patients in public wards.” 

• Discuss how the relationship between doctor and patient has changed since Henrietta was treated. 

• Discuss “patient rights” as we understand them today. Consider your views on whether a doctor’s professional judgment should be questioned.

Henrietta signed a consent form that said, “I hereby give consent to the staff of The John Hopkins Hospital to perform any operative procedures and under any anaesthetic either local or general that they may deem necessary in the proper surgical care and treatment of: _____________” (p. 31).  
· Based on this statement, do you believe the doctors/researchers, TeLinde and Gey, had a the right to obtain a sample from her cervix to use in their research?  
· What information would they have had to give her for Henrietta to give informed consent?  
· Do you think Henrietta would have given explicit consent to have a tissue sample used in medical research if she had given all the information? 

·  Do you always thoroughly read consent forms and/or fine print before signing them?
Deborah says, “But I always have thought it was strange, if our mother cells done so much for medicine, how come her family can’t afford to see no doctors?  Don’t make no sense.” (p. 9)  

· Should the family be financially compensated for the HeLa cells?

· If so, who do you believe that money should come from?

· Do you feel the Lackses deserve health insurance even though they can’t afford it?  How would you respond if you were in their situation?
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