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A BILL
No racist team names and mascots for any teams or organizations.

Amending 4112.01 Civil rights commission definitions.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YOUTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO
Section 1: All sports teams, both professional and amateur, as well as organizations that have a mascot or name that promotes or identifies specific racial groups have to change their name and/or mascot.  Also, any future teams or organizations that are created cannot have a mascot or name that describes a racial group.
Section 2: This law will be enforced by the already established Civil Rights Commission of Ohio.
Section 3: Existing teams and organizations will have 365 days from the enactment of this law to make the necessary changes to name, mascot, uniforms, and paraphernalia.  After 1 year, for every day the organization is in violation of this law, the organization will be charged a fine that will be determined by the Ohio Civil Rights Commission.  If penalties are not paid or the organization goes more than 6 months out of compliance, the leader of the organization will be charged and jail time is probable. 
Section 4: The owner of professional teams, the entities responsible for amateur teams, and the owner/operator of organizations will be responsible any costs accrued in the changing of the mascots, names, uniforms and other paraphernalia.
Justification: This bill is needed because too many teams and organizations use racially offensive mascots.  These mascots are not only disrespectful, but they are demeaning and degrading.  In the 21st century, teams and organizations do not need to be celebrating and promoting racism.


