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Answering Text-Based Questions: Paragraph Format
When we are writing, there are many times when adding textual evidence can make our
writing stronger. In order to do this, we need to structure our writing so that the reader
understands our thoughts and ideas clearly. We are going to focus on identifying the parts of a
paragraph that cites textual evidence.
There are a few guidelines when writing a paragraph that cites textual evidence:
1. Answer using formal academic language (3rd person).
2. Answer questions (or questions) clearly and completely.
3. Provide strong and thorough textual evidence in your answer.
A paragraph is a distinct section of a piece of writing, usually dealing with a single topic and
indicated by a new line and indentation. A paragraph does not have a set number of sentences.
In professional writing, a paragraph may have as few as 2 sentences or as many as 15. In English
I, we are going to focus on having all of the components (parts)  of a solid paragraph and not
a certain number of sentences.
A paragraph has some important parts that make it effective.
Topic Sentence:
● Gives your reader an overview of the topic
● Restates and answers the question.
Short Summary:
● Gives background information to set up your quote.
● Tells what is happening just before the textual evidence you cite
Signal Phrase:
● Signals to the reader that you are about to cite textual evidence
● In the same sentence as the textual evidence.
Textual Evidence:
● Is strong and thorough - Clearly supports your answer to the question.
● Appropriately cites the page number of the text.
Explanation:
● Explains the textual evidence and what it means.
Analysis:
● Refers back to the original question
● Clearly shows how the evidence provided supports your answer
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Example:

Question:
What is the importance of Wes Moore’s description of Woody’s graduation at the beginning of
chapter 6? What is the purpose of this section of the text? How does it help the reader?
Wes Moore describes Woody’s high school graduation at the beginning of chapter 6.
Woody was one of the “other” Wes Moore’s friends throughout his childhood. At different times
throughout the text, Woody tries to convince Wes to do the right thing, but he always fails.
Woody and Wes are in similar circumstances but make different choices. When describing
Woody’s graduation, Moore writes, “Woody was one of the students who made it across the
finish line kicking and screaming” (109). This showed that even though Woody had a hard time
in school, he was still able to graduate. Moore uses this description to show how Woody and the
“other” Wes Moore are different. Despite being friends, Wes did not graduate with Woody. This
helps the reader see how the choices both Wes and Woody made impacted their life paths.
Question:
In Chapter 6, Wes Moore describes how the “other” Wes organized his crew. According to
Wes Moore, why did many young people join the drug trade, even though it is illegal and
dangerous? Why would Moore provide this perspective in the text? How does it help the
reader?
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